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As we move into the final stages of 2020, there is a lot to be excited about at TAS, now and in the future. 
Our new business plan commences in 2021, with lower fees and a more affordable bus service. Our 

Year 12 students have performed very well in their assessments and we look forward to the release of Year 
12 results later in December. 

As you may be aware, we are introducing a new school uniform guide across 2021, with some changes 
to parts of the uniform. We are currently receiving feedback on our proposed uniform upgrades from a 
variety of sources, and we are excited to be able to make changes to meet the requests of many of our 
families. Just a reminder: the long, grey boys’ socks are no longer to be worn. Short green TAS socks 
should be worn with the day uniform.

I have met and interviewed a large number of prospective families over the last couple of months wanting 
to enroll their child at TAS, and it is an enjoyable experience to be asked about our wonderful school by 
parents who are seeking a better educational experience for their child. It has led me to reflect on those 
elements of a TAS education that parents value most highly, such as our focus on unlocking academic 
potential; a well-established culture of learning; authentic Outdoor Education experiences; Chess, Outdoor 
and bush learning opportunities; a wide range of clubs and activities; service to the community and global 
engagement programs (such as membership of the Round Square); Christian values; and our pastoral 
focus on the wellbeing of students. 

And finally, we say farewell to our Deputy Principal, Ms Margaret Kennedy, after 21 years of outstanding 
service. We will miss Margaret. She is a unique individual with an incredible passion for helping young 
people succeed. Margaret’s legacy is a wonderful gift to our school community. Thank you, Margaret.

As you may be aware, Mr Tim Manea has been appointed Deputy Principal. He will commence next 
year and modify his current role (renamed as Head of Teaching and Learning) and combine it with the 
role of Deputy Principal. I am also pleased to announce the appointment of Ms Joanna Baker as Head 
of Secondary School. Ms Baker’s role focuses on building the culture, wellbeing and systems of our 
Secondary School.

As we break for the holidays, it is worth remembering that an important birthday takes place over this 
time. In Acts 20:35, St Luke writes, 'In all things I have shown you that by working hard in this way we must 
help the weak and remember the words of the Lord Jesus, how he himself said, "It is more blessed to give 
than to receive".'

I wish all families a healthy, safe and happy summer break, and look forward to seeing you at the start of 
Term 1 next year.

From the 
Principal’s Desk

Mr Paul Sjogren

The Cairns Chapter of the ACE (Australian 
College of Educators) held their annual 

Noreen Wilcox – Excellence in Education 
awards ceremony. The main award is the 
Classroom-Based Educator – Accomplished 
Phase (More than 5 years' experience).

Michelle Breen was announced the winner. 
Congratulations to Simone Calligaro who was 
also nominated.

Australian College of Educators Awards
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Student Achievements
CAIRNS HOSPITAL 
SCHOOL DONATION
Congratulations to Max Macdonald 
(Year 6) for his donation to Cairns 
Hospital School as part of his 
Round Square Gold Award. The 
donation consisted of colouring 
pencils, books and paper so that 
children staying in hospital have 
the resources they need to do their 
school work. 

BEST APPRENTICE 
CHEF IN QLD AND NT
Congratulations to Ryan Phipps (Year 11) 
who was judged the best apprentice chef 
in QLD and NT at the Annual Hostplus 
Restaurant and Catering Excellence 
Awards. He fought off stiff competition 
from six other contestants, mainly 
in Brisbane.  Ryan is completing his 
apprenticeship at Mr Soy Boy. 

QAMT EXAM

A huge 
congratulations to 
Lucas, Alex and John 
(Year 6) on placing 
4th in the State in the 
QAMT (Queensland 
Association of Maths 
Teachers) Year 5/6 
quiz. 

DUKE OF EDINBURGH'S 
INTERNATIONAL 
GOLD AWARD
Congratulations to Lexie Hope and Ella Reeves 
(Year 12) for completing the Gold-Level of the 
Duke of Edinburgh's International Award. 

TABLE TENNIS CHAMPIONSHIP
Congratulations to Adeepa Keerthirathne for his 
achievements at the Queensland Table Tennis 
Championship. He took home three Silver medals and 
one Bronze.

GRIFFITH 
UNIVERSITY 
SCHOLARHSIP
A huge congratulations to Lexie 
Hope (Year 12), who has been 
awarded the Sir Samuel Griffith 
Scholarship (valued at $24,000) 
for demonstrating academic 
excellence, leadership, civic 
responsibility and social awareness. 
Lexie plans to study a Bachelor of 
Medicine at Griffith University Gold 
Coast.

HONOURS ENSEMBLE 
PROGRAMME
A huge congratulations to Hannah 
Siegmann (Year 11) who recently 
represented TAS as a Vocal Soprano 
in the Australian Honours Ensemble 
Programme (AHEP) held at the 
Queensland Conservatorium Griffith 
University.

TAS OBSERVER

09

TAS OBSERVER

08



Note from the Head of 
Kewarra Beach Campus

Mrs Mary Kershaw

One of our assets at Kewarra Beach Campus 
is the strength of this school community. 

While there have been fewer opportunities for us 
to celebrate together, the commitment of parents, 
teachers and students to the school remains 
strong and passionate. Our school values of 
Compassion, Perseverance, Curiosity and Integrity 
are embedded in our programs and routines 
across the school week, and they are on display at 
events such as the Colour Run, Charities Fair and 
our Christmas Assemblies. 

Like other school communities across the globe, 
ours is diverse, and it is our differences that unite 
us and enhance the vitality and authenticity of our 
campus. 

At Kewarra Beach Campus, from Kindergarten to 
Year 6, everyone belongs. I know that this caring, 
generous and welcoming community will join me 
in expressing gratitude for the skills, innovations, 
traditions, cuisine, global perspective, empathy and 
acceptance all our students, parents and families 
contribute to the fabric of life at Kewarra Beach 
Campus. As we continue to welcome new families 
into our school community, I thank you for making 
them feel welcome and valued. 

Wishing everyone a safe and happy Christmas 
and New Year, and we look forward to working in 
partnership with you again in 2021. 

Congratulations to Kewarra Beach Prep teacher Amanda Lade, 
who participated in the ‘Great Cycle Challenge’ for the month 

of October. She reached her goal of riding 500 km, raising $1,115, to 
help fight childhood cancer (thanks to some wonderful donations, 
including some TAS families). Below you can read more about the 
Challenge from Amanda:

Great Cycle Challenge started in 2013, and after just six years, the 
event has grown to become one of the biggest cycling events in 
Australia. People of all ages, abilities and from every state across 
the country set themselves a personal riding goal and challenge 
themselves to pedal throughout October to fight kids’ cancer. 

This year, bike riders across Australia raised a total of $6,960,565 – 
almost 7 million dollars in support of research to develop better 
treatments and find a cure for childhood cancer, which was 
fantastic! In six years, our community of 55,774 riders from all six 
states and two territories have ridden a total of 13,341,418 km, and 
together we’ve raised $16,300,890 in support of research to develop 
better treatments and find a cure for childhood cancer.

Why? Because cancer is the largest killer of children from disease 
in Australia. Over 600 Australian children are diagnosed with cancer 
every year, and sadly, three children die every week.

We're riding to give these kids the brighter futures they deserve, and 
we believe that any one individual can make their personal impact 
to fight cancer and save little lives.

Great Cycle Challenge 

Wishing everyone a safe and happy Christmas and New Year, and we look forward to 
working in partnership with you again in 2021."“
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Join us for TAS Play Steps 
Nature Playgroup, Kewarra Beach!

Join TAS Play Steps for a weekly nature-based 
Playgroup Program facilitated by a qualified Early 
Learning Educator.

Children practice learning skills through inquiry, 
play, investigation and sensory experiences within 
the safe space of our school environment. 

When: Each Wednesday, 
commencing 7 October 2020. 

Time: 8:45am - 10:45am

Where: St. Peters Chapel,
Trinity Anglican School
45 Poolwood Road, Kewarra Beach

Cost: $5.00 per child, per session

For more information and enrolment pack, 
please email sowen@tas.qld.edu.au, or 
call 07 4036 8263.

At the 11th hour, of the 11th day, of the 11th month, we will remember them. Lest we forget. 

Rememberance Day

Students at the Kewarra Beach 
Campus focused on their nature-

based and outdoor learning programs 
to celebrate Outdoor Classroom Day. 
They participated in outdoor science 
investigations, a leaf and bug hunt, 
Cairns Museum History Trailer sessions, 
a fort-building challenge and so many 
outdoor learning opportunities in our 
beautiful bushland campus setting!

Outdoor Classroom Day
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Charities Fair 2020 Kindness Garden Opening 
After months of hard work, the Kewarra Beach Kindness Garden officially opened this term. The Garden 

will serve as a safe space for students to reflect when they need a little kindness in their day. This 
incredible initiative is the result of Poppy Loveridge (Year 6), who created the Garden as a project for her 
Round Square Service. Well done, Poppy!

Thank you to all volunteers, companies and donors who helped Poppy make her project a reality:
AV Vegetation Management, Northern Sands & Waste Management, Harden Park, Exotic Impressions, 
Bunnings, Branches Nursery, Inspirations Paint, Loot Smithfield, Pantographic Engraving and Tree 
Arrangements.

Covered Outdoor Learning Area

Kewarra Beach Campus 
officially opened the 

Covered Outdoor Learning 
Area this term. Thank you to 
all who attended and assisted 
in creating this unique space 
for our students.

Amazing Minibeasts
Who knew studying minibeasts could be so 

much fun? Budding entomologists in Year 
2 at Kewarra Beach Campus got up close and 
personal with a range of creepy crawlies. They 
researched, wrote information reports and created 
dioramas of minibeast habitats. Other classes came 
to look and learn.
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Life One Hundred 
Years Ago...
Year 2A had a special visit from the Cairns 

Museum History Trailer to show us 
interesting antique items from long ago. We met 
an interesting character named Ethel who took 
us to her 'kitchen' to show us the work we would 
be doing if we were born one hundred years ago. 

We also learned about old toys, household 
gadgets and communication. Thanks to 
improvements in technology, we no longer 
do hard physical work at home, and we can 
communicate quickly and easily with others all 
over the world.

Kewarra Beach Campus Kindergarten to Year 6 students celebrated their 2020 achievements with the 
annual Christmas Concert and Awards Ceremony. It was wonderful to see the hard work of all junior 

Choir groups. We finished with an exciting visit from Santa, who dropped by to hand out small presents.

Kewarra Beach Primary Awards

Years 3 to 6 Music Celebration Day

On 5 November, Kewarra Beach held their annual 
Music Celebration Day. The whole campus came 

together to enjoy and celebrate music education and 
all of the benefits it brings. We participated in the 
national event, 'Count Us In', where we watched a live 
web stream of the countdown (held in Cairns this year), 
before singing the celebration song 'You won’t bring us 
down' with hundreds of thousands of students around 
the country. We also enjoyed performances from our 
P–Year 2 and Years 3–6 choirs, and were very lucky to 
have a special guest take time out to visit and share her 
experiences (and talents) with us – India Rowbottom, 
Year 12 Vice-Captain.

Kindy to Year 2
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Note from the Head of 
White Rock Junior Campus

Mr Peter Gazzola

It was great to welcome the 2021 Preps to our 
Prep Orientation Day and transition afternoons. 

They were very excited to familiarise themselves 
with teachers and the school, and to participate in 
a range of exciting activities, including a visit from 
the petting zoo. 

When Term 4 kicked off, we were lucky enough to 
see most of our sporting events and junior school 
events return to normal, or as close to normal 
as possible. Thank you to all the students who 
performed during our Christmas in the Courtyard. 
The students and staff who attended were amazed 
by the wonderful talent we have within the White 
Rock Junior community.

By mid-term, we officially opened the long-
awaited Native Garden, which has become a 

shining feature of our campus, and I can't wait to 
see it being enjoyed and celebrated in NAIDOC 
week in the years that follow.

Our community came together on many 
occasions, including the Christmas and Awards 
Ceremony in the Bishop Centre, the Year 6 Big Day 
Out, Familiarisation Day (Year 6) and the Step-Up 
Day (Prep and Year 5).

With a very unusual year for functions, it is great 
to see we can celebrate the end of the school year 
with the already-mentioned exciting events. 

I would like to wish all our families a safe and 
enjoyable holiday. We look forward to seeing you in 
the new year!

World Teachers' Day, also known as International Teachers' Day, is held annually on 5 October. 
This year, we celebrated the commitment and dedication or our incredible teachers. World 

Teachers' Day aims to focus on 'appreciating, assessing and improving the educators of the world' and 
to provide an opportunity to consider issues related to teachers and teaching.

World Teachers' Day
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The White Rock Junior students 
participated in Daffodil Day 

fundraising this term, raising 
money for Queensland Cancer 
Council and those affected by 
Cancer. 

Daffodil Day

At the 11th hour, of the 11th day, of the 11th month, we will remember them. Lest we forget. 

Rememberance Day
Book Week
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Congratulations to the TAS White Rock Primary students who travelled to Brisbane to participate in 
the Queensland Interschool Chess State Finals. It was an awesome weekend, and our students had 

a strong start with a 4-nil win over Sunshine Coast Grammar School.  

We then played Churchie, where we scored 1.5, while Churchie scored 2.5. Churchie went on to be 
State Champions, which shows how competitive our TAS team was. Adeepa, Lucas, Hayden and Dean 
represented the school well and benefited from the experience. 

Overall, we were awarded the title of Regional Champions Runner up.  Adeepa (Year 6) won the Board 1 
Regional Prize and Hayden (Year 6) won the Board 3 Regional Prize.  Overall, four TAS students won six 
medals. 

A big thank you to Alex Jule (pictured below), who has the FIDE title Woman International Master and 
is a previous TAS teacher.  She gave up her weekend to provide our students with analysis and feedback 
after every game. Thank you to Selda, Yasamali and James for providing awesome parent support on 
this trip, and a shout out to Mr Long for his ongoing commitment to TAS chess. 

Thank you to all the students, staff, families and friends who supported and enjoyed chess in our 
community.  The benefits of chess are awesome!

Chess Update

White Rock Junior students took part in several student wellbeing initiatives this term. The new 
students had their hands printed onto our care wall, which is an annual tradition that signifies their 
commitment to being kind. After the ceremony, the students participated in the Walk-and-Talk-a-
Thon, which was a great opportunity to engage in physical activity, participate in discussions and build 
connections and relationships with others.  

What a great highlight of pastoral care and student wellbeing at Trinity Anglican School!

Care Wall
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FireEd visited White Rock Year 1 students this term to discuss fire safety and what to do in an 
emergency. The team showed students the full-body equipment they wear, which weighs 30 kg – 

more than any of the students! 

Year 1 Fireman Visit

Christmas in the Courtyard

Scan me on 
your phone to 
watch a recap!
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9:41

You will now receive the latest updates and information from your school. 
Everything you need to stay in the loop is all in one handy place. 

Stay Connected

How to get your new 
Trinity Anglican 
School app

Follow these simple steps to quickly 
and easily set up your new app. 

Search & Download
STEP 1

Search for your school on the 
Apple App Store or Google Play 
to download the app.

TAS
Trinity Anglican School

Trinity Anglican School

DOWNLOAD

Select your tags

Sports

CyclingAdventure ClubAFL

Manage Subscription
STEP 2

Tap settings, then Subscriptions and 
make your selection. You can change 
your Subscriptions at any time.

White Rock Primary students celebrated their 2020 achievements with an Awards Ceremony in the 
Bishop Centre. Congratulations to all award recipients – and what a wonderful performance from the 
choirs and year levels!

White Rock Primary 
Awards Ceremony 2020

Year 4 have been engaged with a project-based learning unit called 'Rainforests – Who Needs Them’, 
which is focused on finding out about sustainable practices. This term, we completed the unit with a 

Virtual Reality trip to the tropical rainforest of Borneo. 

Rainforests – Who needs them?
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Trinity Anglican School, Kewarra Beach Early Learning Centre has become the newest Education 
Provider in the Bush Kindy category. The children at TAS helped to develop a plan that brought more 

trees into their play area, created a camp and provided a home to chickens who provide eggs to their 
tuck shop.

Kewarra Beach Early Learning Centre 
Nature Play

White Rock Early Learning Centre
Trip to Sweden

With passports in hand and a seat ticket, our Kindy friends hop on a flight to Sweden. We’re all on 
board to fly!  As we take off, the kids help the plane to fly high into the air. When we land in Sweden, 

we are welcomed by Mrs Aleti, who shows us a video clip that introduces Swedish cultures and the 
beautiful regions of Scandinavia and Northern Europe. We also listen to songs we love in Swedish.

The children are excited to find out that Sweden is very close to the North Pole, and ask if they can visit 
Santa on their next trip. 

 

 

Sunday 13 December
                                                                          

  

MMaarrkkeett  

Market Stalls 
BBooookkss,,  DDVVSS,,  CCDDss,,  PPllaannttss,,  AArrtt,,  CCaakkeess……  

 BBQ, High Tea & Bubbles 

Pet Santa Photos 
DDrreessss  uupp  yyoouurr  ppeett!!  

BBYYOO  CCaammeerraa//pphhoonnee  ++  $$55  DDoonnaattiioonn  ttoo  YYAAPPSS  

Live Music  

Monster Raffle & Silent Auction 
……  wwiitthh  aawweessoommee  pprriizzeess  iinncclluuddiinngg  aa  nniigghhtt’’ss  
aaccccoommmmooddaattiioonn  iinn  PPoorrtt  DDoouuggllaass  

205 Reed Road                               
Trinity Park                         

1100aamm  --  44ppmm  
                                                                          

  

Please note that your pets are restricted to the Santa Photos area and will not be permitted into the markets. 
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Note from the Director of 
Innovation, Teaching and 
Learning

Mr Tim Manea

The Teachers as Lifelong Learners Program (TALL) continues to provide opportunities for professional 
development for our teachers. This term, Science faculty staff enjoyed an educational evening at the 

Cairns Aquarium with their guides. 

Teachers as Lifelong Learners 
Professional Development

As we come to the end of the academic year, I can report that the Year 12s have successfully completed 
all their examinations (known as EAs), with the exams commencing on Monday 26 October and the 

final exam taking place on Tuesday 17 November. It was a grueling 17 days, but the 12s dealt with the 
challenges that confronted them with expertise and focus. I was very proud of the fact that every student 
arrived on time for their EAs, they were well prepared, and they completed them with aplomb under the 
watchful eye of supervisors and QCAA invigilators. Now we await the results to be released on Saturday 19 
December!

The 2021 Stationery Lists for Years 7–12 will be available shortly via the Parent Lounge and Student Café 
Portals. The Stationery Lists have been streamlined this year to ensure that students are purchasing only 
the stationery items required for each subject. All textbooks will be made available through the TAS book 
hire scheme, which is managed through the White Rock Library. Electronic access to textbooks will be 
available to all students in Years 7–12 via a new web application Box of Books (BoB), which will be linked to 
Student Café for ease of access. More information regarding this exciting development will be revealed at 
the start of the 2021 academic year.

The 2020 Academics Reports for students in P–Year 11 will be released via Parent Lounge and Student Café 
on Wednesday 9 December. 

Finally, I want to thank everyone for their well wishes as I transition into the role of Deputy Principal – Head 
of Teaching & Learning at TAS from January 2021. I am excited about this next phase of the school’s life, but 
also aware of the huge shoes I will be filling after the retirement of Mrs Kennedy. I look forward to working 
closely with all members of the Senior Leadership Team, Teaching and Admin staff, as well as, of course, 
the wonderful TAS students and dedicated parents. Wishing you a wonderful Christmas break and looking 
forward to seeing you in the new year.
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Note from
White Rock Senior Campus

Each year we farewell our graduating students with rite-of-passage traditions, and it was the class of 
2020's turn. The Year 12s kicked off their last day bright and early (this time not for studying), for their 

annual Valedictory Breakfast, which was catered for by Hospitality students. During this event, the School 
Captains (Thaine Wood and Lexie Hope) handed out their Year 12 memento book as a keepsake of their 
time at TAS. 

Vertical house groups were then given the opportunity to farewell their Year 12s in themed and 
personalised whole house celebrations.

Perhaps the most awaited tradition for Year 12s is the Time Tunnel, which is an opportunity for students, 
teachers and parents to celebrate and farewell the graduating students together. All White Rock 
students line the pathways in order to get their last hugs and cheers in before our graduating class 
collect their bottle-green bags and leave the school for the last time. Congratulations to the TAS Class of 
2020. We are so proud of you and wish you success in your next chapter.

Year 12 Last Day
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Year 12 Formal
Check out all the pictures in this year's TRINITAS. 

Thaine Wood
Year 12, White Rock Campus

Imogen Green
Year 6, White Rock Campus

George Kelly
Year 6, Kewarra Beach Campus

An outstanding member of the 2020 graduating cohort and School Captain, 
Thaine Wood is the 2020 recipient of the Spirit of TAS Award, representing 
White Rock Campus – Secondary.

An integral member of the Leadership Team, Imogen Green is the 2020 
recipient of the Spirit of TAS Award, representing White Rock Campus – 
Primary.

An academically gifted student who is embedded in the TAS community, 
George Kelly is the 2020 recipient for the Spirit of TAS Award, representing 
Kewarra Beach Campus – Primary.

Spirit of TAS Award 2020
The spirit of TAS is awarded each year to the students who best represent Trinity Anglican School values: 

Perseverance, Curiosity, Compassion and Integrity. 

Typically members of the leadership team, they consistently honour the responsibilities given to them by 
their titles, and serve as exemplary representatives of the community. 

They are outstanding role models who think beyond themselves and voluntarily provide support and 
encouragement to their peers, community and staff. Their choices and actions consistently reflect the 
school values, they perform their duties and school work with diligence, and they strive to meet their 
remarkable potential while encouraging others to do the same. They volunteer and proudly represent the 
school at events, and they respectfully interact with the wider community, including prospective parents 
or visitors. 

The students wear their uniform with pride, and their manners are impeccable. They are both proactive 
and dependable in identifying issues for the student body. 

They contribute academically and participate in Co-curricular Programs and sport. They embrace the 
concept of service, recognising their duty to serve the community and their peers. They are giving of their 
own time, respectful of others and outstanding representatives of the Trinity Anglican School community, 
their family and themselves. 
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Due to COVID-19 restrictions, Speech Night 
was unable to go ahead as usual this year. In 

its place, Years 7–9 and Years 10–12 participated 
in their Awards Ceremonies during the second 
last week of term. Congratulations to all award 
recipients and our graduating class of 2020. 

 

White Rock Secondary Awards 
Ceremony 2020

Year 10-12
DUX OF YEAR 10
La Bella Caolan

DUX OF YEAR 11
Shanid Aslam

DUX OF THE SCHOOL
Alexandra Hope

SPIRIT OF TAS
Thaine Wood

DUX OF YEAR 7
Maxamilian Lauchlan

DUX OF YEAR 8
Patrick Hope

DUX OF YEAR 9
Myuri Gopalapillai

Year 7-9

During COVID-19 lockdown earlier this year, students from Years 10–12 were given the opportunity to 
undertake an accelerated course of study and complete a Certificate II in Tourism over six months. 

This mixed-mode delivery course, provided by Redmako, a Registered Training Organisation (RTO), 
allowed students to utilise Wednesday afternoon activities sessions to complete their training. This proved 
to be a lot of work, especially for Jasmine Tresize (Year 12), who did this on top of her senior studies. 

Congratulations to these students on completing the course and securing an additional 4 QCE points 
towards their Year 12 Certificate.

 

Certificate Courses

 Amy Statton Jasmine Tresize
	

 Steven LiAleasha Vine- Leong
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On their second last day of school, our Year 12 students participated in a Special Program designed 
to expand their awareness around safety and end-of year celebrations. They participated in 

activities with Red Frogs and Queensland Police, and finished the day in the pool for the last time. 

 

Year 12 Special Program

Congratulations to Lexie Hope, Layla Parker and Alana Hearn (Year 12), who recently chopped off 30 cm 
of their hair for Queensland Cancer Council. Well done, girls!

Ponytail Project
Fundraising for Cancer Council

In Year 10 Japanese, we learned about culture as well as language. As the hot summer approaches, 
we tried Hiyashi Udon (cold udon noodles). Our chopstick skills have improved, and we try a different 
seasonal dish each term. 

In Term 3, the Year 10 and 11 Japanese curriculum focused on travel. Year 10 explored travelling within 
Japan, and the Year 11s promoted travel to different locations in Australia. 

The Japanese classroom is currently decorated with the outstanding posters the students worked on 
collaboratively. Although our Japan Study Trip was cancelled due to the restrictions on international 
travel, our classroom is filled with little pieces of Japan, and we continue to learn as much as we can 
about the culture and language as possible. 

The Japanese Classroom
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Aboriginal and Torres Strait 
Islander Studies 
History teachers across Australia have long been frustrated by the disjointed manner in which the 

Years 7–10 Australian Curriculum addresses Indigenous history. To ensure that all students leaving 
TAS graduate with a firm knowledge of Indigenous history, an Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander Studies 
(ATSI) course has been developed. All Year 11 and 12 students will have an ATSI Studies lesson each week. 
Students will investigate Indigenous ancient history, with an emphasis on the role stories and myths 
played in their culture, hunting, agriculture and understanding of the land. 

Depth studies will then be conducted on post-settlement events such as the Frontier Wars and the 
impact of protectionist policies that resulted in Indigenous people being placed in missions in North 
Queensland. With this contextual background, students will move on to miniature inquiries into 
contemporary issues facing Indigenous people, such as the disparity in educational outcomes, and 
examine evidence-based methods for alleviating identified disadvantages. The ATSI Studies course is 
structured as inquiry-based learning, with students learning through the investigation, analysis and 
evaluation of primary source material, and understanding historical events and the differing viewpoints 
regarding them. 

The preliminary rollout of the course has been received positively, resulting in constructive conversations 
on often neglected topics. 

James Gynther
Head of Business and Humanities

The Round Square Committee 
donated $250 that they raised 

for Wheels of Wellness. The funds 
were a portion of $2000 raised by 
the committee this year through 
various fundraising efforts.

Round Square Update

Wheels of 
Wellness

Mayor's Christmas 
Cheer Appeal

The proceeds from the Book Week 
Character Free Dress Day enabled 

us to make a donation of $400 to this 
very worthy local cause. The Round 
Square Committee would like to 
thank the TAS community for their 
support for this fundraising event.

Stride 4 Stroke – Spread the Word
By Janet Van Rijssen

Twelve months ago, my healthy 13-year-old son 
experienced a spontaneous dissection of his 

carotid artery and had a stroke, temporarily taking 
out the left side of his body. 

At 5 am on 21 November 2019, my husband and 
I found him collapsed at his bedroom door, 
unable to walk—his left leg no longer supported 
his weight. As he sat, his entire left side slumped, 
including his handsome face, which was 
experiencing facial paralysis (droop). The 000 
operator was quick to diagnose with an arm 
weakness test – only one arm responded strongly 
– and by asking him to speak. He slurred some 
words out of the right side of his mouth. He had 
suffered a STROKE in his sleep.

Within 20 hours, we were medivacked to the 
ICU unit of the Queensland Children’s Hospital. 
Amazingly, his very clever brain restored him back 
to full health with rest. We are so fortunate that the 
part of the brain affected did not impact his daily 
activities or cognitive function. It has been hard 

to reconcile that he is so lucky and yet so unlucky. 
They only receive a spontaneous case like this 
every two years in the Children’s Hospital. 

To commemorate 12 months since this event, and 
to celebrate his return to full health, I have pledged 
to run 100 km during November and raise $2000 
for the stroke foundation. However, the real way I 
need your help is to spread the word.  

BE FAST! 
Balance (dizzy and disoriented) 
Eyes (sore/sensitive to light with a terrible 
headache) 
Facial droop  
Arm weakness
Speech is slurred or talking from side of the mouth
TIME (Call 000)

If you would like to come and run a few kilometres 
with me, I’m usually on the road by 6 am. Or you 
can donate to the Australian stroke foundation 
here.
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Note from the 
Director of 
Co-curricular

The last few months have been very busy, as our regular programs started running again with relative 
normality. Since late August we have facilitated the Year 2, 8 and 9 Outdoor Education Programs, 

along with two Year 10 Outdoor Recreation expeditions and several day trips. As part of our Equipment 
Management Program, we have taken delivery of new equipment, including packs, sleeping tarps, life 
jackets and padding helmets.

Various industry award ceremonies are taking place now, and as a department we have been named as 
a finalist in the Australian Education Awards (Best Co-Curricular Program Category). Staff members were 
also nominated for individual awards, with Mr Osmond listed as a finalist in the Outdoors Queensland 
Awards for the Outstanding Achievement (Individual) Category. Miss Beveridge was nominated for a 
Queensland College of Teachers Teach X Award for Innovation in Teaching.

We have continued to build our resources for students and parents to access, and these include the new 
student preparation booklets and video recordings of each program briefing. There are now more than 50 
outdoor education-related videos available for viewing on the TAS YouTube Channel. We also had an article 
on what true outdoor education looks like published in the September edition of PAKMAG.

Darren Osmond
Director of Co-curricularMr Darren Osmond
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Year 2 Outdoor Education Day Programs 
Teamwork and organisation

Miss Beveridge and I enjoyed working with the Year 2s this term for their Outdoor Education Day 
Program. Although not the usual sleepover program due to COVID-19, the students achieved many 

of the same outcomes, including learning about teamwork, personal responsibility and several other 
outdoor education skills. 

Students loved the wonderful lasagna made by the White Rock tuck shop, and enjoyed washing up their 
own dishes. Perhaps they can continue doing this at home? They finished the day with some reflection 
time and a discussion about the future outdoor education experiences in store for them at TAS. 

A favourite activity mentioned by the students was bush art, where students were given the opportunity 
to create an art piece, or bush shelter, made from all-natural materials. We’d like to point out how fortunate 
our students are to have access to such extensive natural spaces at both of our campuses.

Darren Osmond
Director of Co-curricular

Year 9 Outdoor Education Programs 
Leadership, self-reflection and responsibility

For 18 days in October, our Year 9 students completed a rite-of-passage of sorts through their Outdoor 
Education Program. This widely known and highly-regarded program has been operating in a similar 

format for more than 20 years, and with the impact of COVID-19, our students were looking forward to 
it more than ever. During the program, all students completed both a four-day hike and four-day canoe 
expedition, two days each of sailing, mountain biking, abseiling and ropes courses, along with orienteering 
and environmental community service. 

The students were guided to lead their own groups as much as possible, and significant personal and 
group reflection time was also built into the program. Many transferrable life skills were practised and 
refined, including food preparation and management, organisation, handwashing their own clothes, 
navigation, leadership and teamwork. When talking with students on the last few days of the program, 
they indicated that they didn’t want camp to finish and that they’d prefer to go home for a few days, eat 
some fast food and then return to stay longer.

Thank you to the many staff who put in significant time, energy and expertise to make this program 
possible. These included many support and administration staff at school, 12 teachers, the pastoral care 
team, senior school leadership, external activity contractors and our contract outdoor education staff.  
Thank you especially to Miss Beveridge, who single-handedly managed all of the food for the program, 
along with many other student and staff requirements. Congratulations again to the students on their 
successful completion of this program, and thank you to the parents for their support of these important 
programs. 

Darren Osmond
Director of Co-curricular
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Year 10 Outdoor Recreation  
Personal and leadership development program

Term 3 saw students complete a range of rock climbing and hiking activities. These included several 
days at school on both the bouldering wall and the climbing wall in the Multipurpose Hall, and a day at 

the fantastic Northern Outlook Climbing Facility in Redlynch. The expedition at the end of Term 3 was to 
the world-renowned Hinchinbrook Island, completing the 32 km moderate trek over four days.
  
Term 4 was all about lifesaving and rescue, with students completing their Bronze Medallion Course 
through the Royal Life Saving Society of Australia. Marty from the QG Air Rescue Helicopter also came 
to speak to the students about how helicopter rescues work. The end-of-term trip was to Chillagoe 
for three days for caving activities. The first day was an introduction to moderate-level sport caving 
and cave navigation. The second day was all about vertical caving, which included two different 27 m 
abseils into a cave and then laddering back out. The final day was spent exploring part of the longest 
cave in Queensland, the aptly named 'Queenslander Cave'. During more than five hours underground, 
the students explored about 5 km of navigable passage in this amazing cave. Students will celebrate 
the completion of this program at the end of term. Apart from having some amazing outdoor learning 
experiences and gaining skills in leadership and teamwork, students take away several tangible things, 
including a school certificate and reference, an electronic logbook with more than 20 days of outdoor 
experience, as well as Wilderness First Aid and a Bronze Medallion Certificate, both of which are nationally 
recognised, vocational qualifications.

Applications for the 2021 program were accepted recently from current Year 9 students.  Again, there was 
strong interest in the program, and we look forward to welcoming this new group at the beginning of 
2021.

Darren Osmond
Director of Co-curricular
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Duke of Edinburgh's Award 
Term 4 Update

The Duke of Edinburgh's International Award at TAS continues to grow in popularity, with 17 Year 9 
students signing up to the award this year.  If registration is complete before the Year 9 Outdoor 

Education Program, it will count towards one quarter of the Bronze Award.

In the space of less than a month, we received advice that two of our students had received their Gold 
Level Duke of Edinburgh's Award.  Congratulations to Ella Reeves and Lexie Hope on achieving this 
prestigious, internationally renowned award.  Ella completed the hat trick by obtaining Bronze, Silver and 
Gold Awards.  Ella and Lexie were presented with their awards as part of the Year 12 special program on 
their second-last day of school.  At the time of writing, there are a couple of other students who are very 
close to receiving Gold-Level and Silver-Level Awards, and we wish them luck in completing these and 
having them assessed.

Many Duke of Edinburgh students have recently been involved in some school-based community service 
opportunities.  These have included helping with the Sawpit Gully regeneration project and catering for 
the TAS Sporting Club Breakup Function.

There will also be another Adventurous Journey (Expedition) conducted for Silver and Gold-Level students 
the week after school finishes in early December.  It will be an enjoyable canoe expedition on the remote 
and picturesque Koombooloomba Dam.  At the time of writing, 10 students are signed up for this 
experience.

Darren Osmond
Director of Co-curricular

Outdoor Classrooms 
White Rock Campus

Both of our school campuses have a large proportion of natural space available for outdoor learning. 
The Sawpit Gully area at White Rock Campus has been regenerated with more than 10,000 trees 

over the past 12 years, largely because of the tireless work put in by Mr Rob Pozzi and Mr Mick O’Rielley 
as the coordinators of this project.  Several school events, such as cross-countries and obstathons, have 
utilised this space in recent years, and this year the Outdoor Education Day programs for Years 2, 4, 
5, 6, 7, 10 and 11 make ample use of this beautiful space.  This was a primer to further develop formal 
outdoor classroom spaces in the heavily treed area, and the maintenance team at TAS made this 
happen in October.  It just so happened that the International Outdoor Classroom Day was celebrated 
in Queensland on 5 November, so we were able to use this concept to encourage several classes to 
try these new spaces. In just one day we saw around 10 classes complete a range of learning activities, 
including reciting poetry they had written about rainforests, creating bush art, writing poetry with 
a gothic bush theme (which Year 9 students started during their Outdoor Education Program) and 
conducting a transect as part of a Year 11 Biology practical.  Several other teachers are looking forward to 
using these spaces for learning experiences in the future.

Darren Osmond
Director of Co-curricular

TAS OBSERVER

049

TAS OBSERVER

048



Sawpit Gully Project

The Sawpit Gully rejuvenation project had its genesis in the original foundation of the school in 1983. 
Early tree plantings were done by interested members of the TAS community, with ambitions for a 

more sophisticated planting scheme to commence in 2003. 

Since 2009, spearheaded by parents Mick O'Rielley & Rob Pozzi, the project has seen almost 10,000 trees 
planted by the TAS community, not only to create a wildlife corridor, but also an outdoor educational area 
where students can study everything from native plants and water quality to carbon sequestration. Due 
to COVID-19, the area has been used by our Outdoor Education department for continuity of the Outdoor 
Education Program and applicable learning outcomes where possible. Recently, we invited the TAS 
community to Sawpit Gully to celebrate the planting of the 10,000th tree.
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TAS Sport Newsletter

The 2020 sporting year has certainly been one to remember (or forget!). The TAS Sport program and 
club sports are winding down to make way for end-of-year celebrations, which we are conducting in 

accordance to current COVID-Safe Guidelines put in place by the QLD Government.

Netball
Our TAS Dragons Netball Team played in the grand 
final recently against Leps. Unfortunately, they were 
defeated by one point in what was an incredibly close 
game. Congratulations on a fantastic season. The TAS 
community is incredibly proud of your efforts.  

We had a number of TAS teams represent the school 
at the Fowler's Cup competition. The girls won half of 
their games throughout the day against some stiff 
competition. Well done, girls, on a fun day, and special 
thanks to coach Elisa Robati and umpire Rachel 
Ramsay.

Swimming
The Green Island Ocean Swim took place recently, 
with some stand-out results from our students. 
Congratulations to Leah Snelling, who placed 2nd. She  
was also the 3rd swimmer overall out of the water.

Triathlon
The Peninsula Trials Triathlon was held recently, and 
we had a number of TAS students participating in the 
carnival. Congratulations to the following students 
who placed in the top 5 and have qualified for the State 
Championships in 2021:

Jonah Matthews – 3rd	 Luke Berther – 5th
Claire Leary – 1st		  Nick Berther – 5th
Taylah Steinhofer – 3rd	 Murray Colbridge – 1st
Steven Li – 3rd			  Maegan Berther – 3rd
Luke Swindale – 1st

Basketball
Congratulations to Chantelle O'Reilly and Emily Stone, 
who recently participated in the U13–15 Basketball 
State Championships, where they represented the 
Peninsula region. The Peninsula team came 4th in the 
state at the competition. Well done, girls!

Football
Congratulations to the TAS Football U12s, who recently 
won their grand final 3–1 against Marlin Coast. Well 
done to all players, and to coach Cristian on a fantastic 
season!

Cody Peters and Finn O'Neill competed at the Football 
Queensland representative tournament, and despite 
some wild weather, they won four of our five games.

Athletics
Junior School Sport Captain Archie Reid (Year 6) attended the North Queensland Athletics Championship 
and placed Gold in the 1500 m and a Bronze in the 400 m.  He placed in the top five for several other events 
and had a great weekend.  He is now through to the National Championships in 2021! Congratulations,  
Archie. TAS is extremely proud of your efforts!

Swimming
WRS student Hugo Loveridge swam at the Queensland State Short Course Championships over the school 
holidays, gaining a Silver medal in the 100 m butterfly as well as achieving four other top ten places. He also 
swam five personal best times. Congratulations, Hugo, on your fantastic swimming achievements.

School soccer championships
U12s – The U12 school soccer championships were held recently at Holloway’s Beach, and I’m proud to 
announce that our TAS Kewarra Beach team won the competition! Congratulations to all team members, 
and to super coach Brent Courtney for donating his time. The White Rock team finished in 4th place overall 
after losing their semifinal in a dramatic penalty shootout. Congratulations to all involved.

U10s – Well done to our U9 and U10 soccer players who competed today at the NQ School Soccer 
Championships. Both the White Rock and Kewarra Beach campuses fielded teams in the event this term. 
The White Rock team finished as runners up for the entire competition, being defeated in the grand final 
by Holy Cross. A special congratulations to Cody Peters, who won the most valuable player award for the 
entire competition!

Surf Life Saving
TAS was represented proudly at the interschool surf lifesaving competition late in Term 3. TAS demonstrated 
record numbers of attendance, with over 50 students in secondary school participating in swim, board and 
beach running events. We were lucky enough to come away with the win, making it two consecutive years 
that we have won this event. Well done to all involved.
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Hockey
TAS Brothers Hockey had a number of teams represented at the grand final weekend. Both U14 TAS 
Hockey teams played in their respective grand finals over the weekend. Unfortunately, both teams lost their 
matches, with the U14A team losing in a penalty shootout after 10 minutes of overtime. The TAS community 
is very proud of the girls from both teams!

The U18s Brothers teams had a little more luck in the grand finals. Congratulations to the U18 girls' hockey 
team, and the U18 boys' Brothers Hockey teams, who both won their hockey grand finals!

TAS was represented proudly at the Deadly 5s Hockey competition at Cairns Hockey Grounds to celebrate 
NAIDOC week. This competition called for a mixture of genders and ability levels, and we had a wide array 
of competitors participating, from absolute beginners to representative players.

Our team consisted of Luke Berther, Brant Clubb, Ella Greenwood, Abbey Lane, Jonah Matthews, Sean 
O’Reilly, Eliza Sailor-Tabuai, Daniel Statton, Emily Stone & Giaan Tippet. The team had a great day playing 
hockey, mixing with students from other schools and learning about Indigenous culture.

NQ cross-country championships
Congratulations to the students who participated in the elite-level cross-country championships held at St 
Mary’s. Notable results were:

Abby Fowler – 2nd			   Steven Li – 6th				   Murray Colbridge – 3rd
Nic Berther – 3rd			   Daisy Colbridge – 3rd			   Jay Curtis – 4th
Jonah Matthews – 3rd		  Luke Berther – 5th			   Jamey Flockhart – 6th
Lochie Quigley – 8th			   Ruby Colbridge – 6th			   Alyssa Atfield – 7th
Liam O’Shea – 2nd			   Rhys Stevens – 3rd			   Alana Hill – 3rd
Carmen Matthews – 4th		  Harrison Morris – 6th			   Archie Reid – 1st
Luke Swindale – 5th

Public speaking
The Interhouse Public Speaking Competition was the first of our interhouse competitions to recommence 
following COVID. All speakers represented their houses proudly. The winners are:
 
Years 7–8: Raphael Springell				    Years 8–9: Jesse Jorgensen
Years 11–12: Luke London				    Overall House winner – Leichhardt

Years 3–6 Swimming Carnival
Congratulations to all the competitors at the Years 3–6 Interhouse Swimming Carnival. Everyone had a 
fantastic day, with Leichhardt coming away victorious on this occasion. Age champion results can be found 
below.

Age Champions 1st 2nd 3rd
8 & Under Girls Madeleine Sneddon Sienna Edwards Ivy O'Shea

8 & Under Boys Ryan McDonald Jett Bentley Carter Peters

9 & Under Girls Lisa Njaramba Caitlin Godden S. Ge & T. Addison Vieri

9 & Under Boys Oscar Loveridge Cameron Ezard Javvy Soenario

10 & Under Girls Dane Swan Hana Shimizu Poppy Ulm

10 & Under Boys Lucas Gray Dean Coombs Tyler Kildal

11 & Under Girls Alana Hill Poppy Loveridge Arabella Lulham

11 & Under Boys Jonathan Galea Harrison Morris L.Swindale & A. Reid

12 & Under Girls Lily Edwards Bailey Merchant Ella Gibson

12 & Under Boys James Harpley Charlie Brooks Rhys Stevens
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Kewarra Beach Campus
Poolwood Road, Kewarra Beach
Ph: (07) 4057 7000

White Rock Campus
200 Progress Road, White Rock
Ph: (07) 4036 8111

tas.qld.edu.au


